Introduction
With these words Margaret Bates concluded her historical introduction to the Swahili poem, "Utenzi wa Vita vya Maji-Maji," originally written by Abdul Karim bin Jamaliddini in 1912. On the eve of independence, Dr. Bates challenged East Africans to establish the truth by recording their own memories of an event that would otherwise remain "one of the great legends" of Tanganyika's past. It was indeed a magnifi cent legend-of witchdoctors and magic, of bullets that fell like rain from the bodies of warriors, of snake gods and of the return of the ancestors. In her introduction Dr. Bates provided a preliminary synthesis of the course of events that swept southern German East Africa in 1905-7, as a supporting text for one of the fi rst accounts of the story of Maji Maji to be told "from the African point of view." 1 In the years that followed, historians from the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) did set out to gather and record local memories of the Maji Maji confl ict. In what was arguably the most important project in the formative years of the UDSM History Department, students were sent by John Iliff e and Gilbert Gwassa into the southern regions of Tanzania to collect oral memories of the uprising. Th e histories that
